
Mark: 1:29–34 

 

From Catena Aurea: 

29. And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John. 

30. But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 

31. And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she 

ministered unto them. 

THEOPHYLACT. He retired then as the custom was on the sabbath-day about evening to eat in His disciples’ 

house. But she who ought to have ministered was prevented by a fever. Wherefore it goes on, But Simon’s 

wife’s mother was lying sick of a fever. 

THEOPHYLACT. By this it is signified, that God will heal a sick man, if he ministers to the Saints, through 

love to Christ. 

THEOPHYLACT. But he has a fever who is angry, and in the unruliness of his anger stretches forth his hands 

to do hurt; but if reason restrains his hands, he will arise, and so serve reason. 

1:32–34 

32. And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were 

possessed with devils. 

33. And all the city was gathered together at the door. 

34. And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the 

devils to speak, because they knew him. 

THEOPHYLACT. Because the multitude thought that it was not lawful to heal on the sabbath day, they 

waited for the evening, to bring those who were to be healed to Jesus. Wherefore it is said, And at even, 

when the sun had set. There follows, and he healed many that were vexed with divers diseases. 



THEOPHYLACT. Or he says many, because there were some faithless persons, who could not at all be cured 

on account of their unfaithfulness. Therefore He healed many of those who were brought, that is, all who 

had faith. It goes on, and cast out many devils. 

THEOPHYLACT. Furthermore, the reason that He forbade the devils to speak, was to teach us not to 

believe them, even if they say true. For if once they find persons to believe them, they mingle truth with 

falsehood. 

 

From Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 

1:30 Now Simon’s Mother-in-Law Lay Sick with a Fever 

The Rotten Odor of Sin Becomes the Perfume of Repentance. 

Jerome: Can you imagine Jesus standing before your bed and you continue sleeping? It is absurd that you 

would remain in bed in his presence. Where is Jesus? He is already here offering himself to us. “In the 

middle,” he says, “among you he stands, whom you do not recognize.” “The kingdom of God is in your 

midst.” Faith beholds Jesus among us. If we are unable to seize his hand, let us prostrate ourselves at his 

feet. If we are unable to reach his head, let us wash his feet with our tears. Our repentance is the perfume 

of the Savior. See how costly is the compassion of the Savior. Our sins give off a terrible odor; they are 

rottenness. Nevertheless, if we repent of our sins, they will be transformed into perfume by the Lord. 

Therefore, let us ask the Lord to grasp our hand. “And at once,” he says, “the fever left her.” Immediately 

as her hand is grasped, the fever flees. Tractate on Mark’s Gospel 2. 


