
Luke: 8:1–3 

 

From Catena Aurea: 

1. And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing 

the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, 

2. And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out 

of whom went seven devils, 

3. And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto 

him of their substance. 

THEOPHYLACT. He who descended from heaven, for our example and imitation, gives us a lesson not to 

be slothful in teaching. Hence it is said, And it came to pass afterward that he went, &c. 

GREGORY NAZIANZEN. (Orat. xxxvii. 2.) For He passes from place to place, that He may not only gain many, 

but may consecrate many places. He sleeps and labours, that He may sanctify sleep and labour. He weeps, 

that He may give a value to tears. He preaches heavenly things, that He may exalt His hearers. 

TITUS BOSTRENSIS. For He who descends from heaven to earth, brings tidings to them that dwell on earth 

of a heavenly kingdom. But who ought to preach the kingdom of heaven? Many prophets came, yet 

preached not the kingdom of heaven, for how could they pretend to speak of things which they perceived 

not? 

ISIDORE OF PELEUSIUM. (lib. iii. ep. 206.) Now this kingdom of God some think to be higher and better 

than the heavenly kingdom, but some think it to be one and the same in reality, but called by different 

names; at one time the kingdom of God from Him who reigneth, but at another the kingdom of heaven 

from the Angels and Saints, His subjects, who are said to be of heaven. 

THEOPHYLACT. Not teaching or preaching, but to be instructed by Him. But lest it should seem that the 

women were hindered from following Christ, it is added, And certain women which had been healed of 

evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils. 



JEROME. (in Matt. 27:55.) It was a Jewish custom, nor was it thought blameable, according to the ancient 

manners of that nation, that women should afford of their substance food and clothing to their teachers. 

This custom, as it might cause offence to the Gentiles, St. Paul relates he had cast off. (1 Cor. 9:15.) But 

these ministered unto the Lord of their substance, that He might reap their carnal things from whom they 

had reaped spiritual things. Not that the Lord needed the food of His creatures, but that He might set an 

example to masters, that they ought to be content with food and clothing from their disciples. 

 

From Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 

8:1–3 Women Support Jesus 

The Apostles Follow Jesus’ Example. 

Augustine: If anyone does not believe that wherever they preached the gospel the apostles brought 

women of holy life with them, so that these women might minister the necessities of life to them from 

their abundance, let him hear the Gospel and realize that the apostles did this by the example of our Lord 

himself. The Work of Monks 5.6. 


