
Mark: 1:35–39 

 

From Catena Aurea: 

35. And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed. 

36. And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 

37. And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee. 

38. And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came 
I forth. 

39. And he preached in their synagogues through out all Galilee, and cast out devils. 

THEOPHYLACT. After that the Lord had cured the sick, He retired apart. Wherefore it is said, And rising 
very early in the morning, he went out and departed into a desert place. By which He taught us not to do 
any thing for the sake of appearance, but if we do any good, not to publish it openly. It goes on, and there 
prayed. 

THEOPHYLACT. For He shews to us that we ought to attribute to God whatever we do well, and to say to 
Him, Every good gift cometh down from above, (James 1:17) from Thee. It continues: And Simon followed 
him, and they that were with him. 

THEOPHYLACT. For He passes on to them as being more in need, since it was not right to shut up doctrine 
in one place, but to throw out his rays every where. It goes on: For therefore am I come. 

AUGUSTINE. (de Cons. Evan. ii. 19) But by this preaching, which, he says, He continued in all Galilee, is 
also meant the sermon of the Lord delivered on the mount, which Matthew mentions, and Mark has 
entirely passed over, without giving any thing like it, save that he has repeated some sentences not in 
continuous order, but in scattered places, spoken by the Lord at other times. 

THEOPHYLACT. He also mingled action with teaching, for whilst employed in preaching, He afterwards put 
to flight devils. For there follows: And casting out devils. For unless Christ shewed forth miracles, His 
teaching would not be believed; so do thou also, after teaching, work, that thy word be not fruitless in 
thyself. 

 

 

 

 

 



From Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 

1:35 He Went Out to a Lonely Place, and There He Prayed 

The Habit of Prayer. 

Origen: Jesus prayed and did not pray in vain, since he received what he asked for in prayer when he might 

have done so without prayer. If so, who among us would neglect to pray? Mark says that “in the morning, 

a great while before day, he rose and went out to a lonely place, and there he prayed.” And Luke says, 

“He was praying in a certain place, and when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to 

pray,’ ” and elsewhere, “And all night he continued in prayer to God.” And John records his prayer, saying, 

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you.’ ” The same Evangelist writes that the Lord said that he knew 

“you hear me always.” All this shows that the one who prays always is always heard. On Prayer 13.1. 


