
Katamares: Praxis 10:37 to 11:1. 

10:38 God Anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

PROOF FROM THE GOOD THAT HE DID. 

CHRYSOSTOM: First he discourses of Jesus’ being Lord and in exceeding elevated terms, seeing he had to 

deal with a soul more than commonly elevated and that took all in with ardor. Then he proves how he 

was Lord of all, from the things that he achieved “throughout all Judea.” For, he says, you know “the word 

that was proclaimed throughout all Judea,” and, what is the wonderful part of it, “beginning from Galilee 

after the baptism that John preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. First he speaks of his success, and then again [Peter] says concerning him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Why, 

what a stumbling block, this birthplace! “How God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power.” 

Then again the proof—how does that appear?—from the good that he did. “Who went about doing good, 

and healing all who were oppressed of the devil,” and the greatness of the power shown when he 

overcomes the devil; and the cause, “Because God was with him.” HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 23.11 

THE HOLY SPIRIT SHARES IN HIS KINGSHIP. 

GREGORY OF NYSSA: But the Son, having all things which are the Father’s, is himself proclaimed a king by 

Holy Scripture. Now the divine Scripture says that the Holy Spirit is the unction of the Only Begotten, 

interpreting the dignity of the Spirit by a transference of the terms commonly used in this world. For as, 

in ancient days, in those who were advanced to kingship, the token of this dignity was the unction that 

was applied to them, and when this took place there was thenceforth a change from private and humble 

estate to the superiority of rule, and he who was deemed worthy of this grace received after his anointing 

another name, being called, instead of an ordinary man, the Anointed of the Lord. For this reason, that 

the dignity of the Holy Spirit might be more clearly shown to humankind, he was called by the Scripture 

“the sign of the kingdom” and “Unction,” whereby we are taught that the Holy Spirit shares in the glory 

and kingdom of the only begotten Son of God. For as in Israel it was not permitted to enter upon the 

kingdom without the unction being previously given, so the word, by a transference of the terms in use 

among ourselves, indicates the equality of power, showing that not even the kingdom of the Son is 

received without the dignity of the Holy Spirit. And for this reason he is properly called Christ, since this 

name gives the proof of his inseparable and indivisible conjunction with the Holy Spirit. If, then, the only-



begotten God is the Anointed, and the Holy Spirit is his Unction, and the appellation of Anointed points 

to the kingly authority, and the anointing is the token of his kingship, then the Holy Spirit shares also in 

his dignity. If, therefore, they say that the attribute of Godhead signifies dignity and the Holy Spirit is 

shown to share in this last quality, it follows that he who partakes in the dignity will also partake in the 

name that represents it. ON THE HOLY TRINITY.16 

BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE TRINITY. 

BASIL THE GREAT: Do not be misled because the apostle frequently omits the names of the Father and 

the Holy Spirit when he speaks of baptism. Do not imagine because of this that the invocation of their 

names has been omitted. St. Paul says, “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” 

17 and . . . “all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.” 18 To address 

Christ in this way is a complete profession of faith, because it clearly reveals that God anoints the Son (the 

anointed One) with the unction of the Spirit. We can learn this from Peter’s words in Acts, “God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit,” 19 or from Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 

the Lord has anointed me,” 20 or from the Psalms, “Therefore God, your God has anointed you with the 

oil of gladness above your fellows.” 21 But the Scripture also speaks of baptism in the context of the Spirit 

alone, for example, “For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.” 22 There are other passages that 

agree with this: “You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit,” 23 and “He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 24 No one would claim that on the basis of these passages the invocation of the Spirit’s name alone 

makes baptism complete and perfect. ON THE SPIRIT 12.28.25 

 

10:40 Raised on the Third Day 

BY DEATH HE CONQUERED THE DEATH OF HUMANITY. 

GREGORY OF NYSSA: Therefore, since it was necessary that the good Shepherd lay down his life on behalf 

of the sheep, so that through his own death he might destroy death, the captain of our salvation, by 

bringing death to pass, becomes a composite in his human nature, both as a priest 30 and a lamb in the 

ability to receive a share of suffering. For since death is nothing but the dissolution of both soul and body, 

the one who united himself to both, I mean to both soul and to body, is separated from neither—

“incapable of repentance,” as the apostle says, “are the graces of God.” 31 So having distributed himself 

to both body and soul, on the one hand he opens paradise to the thief through his soul, and through his 

body he establishes the work of destruction. Now this is death’s obliteration, that the destruction 



annihilated in the life-giving nature is made impotent, and this, which happens in regard to these [body 

and soul] becomes a shared benefit and grace of our nature. In this way, he who is in both, through his 

resurrection fits together all that was separate, he who, according to his power, gives his body to the heart 

of the earth, as it has been written, 32 while he puts his soul away from himself, saying, on the one hand, 

to his father, “Into your hands I hand over my spirit,” 33 and on the other, to the thief, “Today you will be 

with me in paradise.” 34 . . . So in this way he comes both to be in death and not to be mastered by death. 

. . . The proof . . . is the operation that worked incorruption with regard to the body and a passing over 

into paradise with regard to the soul. . . . He 35 demonstrates this who says that “God raised him from the 

dead.” 36 For not as Lazarus or anyone else of those who have returned to life by the power of another is 

he brought back to life—so clear is it how the resurrection of the Lord is to be conceived. Rather the Only 

Begotten himself raises up the person who was mixed together with himself, having both separated the 

soul from the body and having reunited both, and in this way a common salvation of human nature is 

effected. AGAINST APOLLINARIS.37 

 

10:41 Those Who Were Chosen 

BELIEVING IN CHRIST IS EATING WITH CHRIST. 

SEVERUS OF ANTIOCH: Now, certainly, he shared a new food, one not in accord with the prior order in 

which he had eaten and drunk with them before the resurrection. For at that time, having been made 

similar to us in everything except for sin, he ate and drank just as we do. Moreover, clothing himself in 

the flesh, he willingly sought the benefit of nourishment, and so he willingly assimilated himself to the 

experience of hunger. After the resurrection he did not need to eat or drink anymore, but only as one 

believed in by and as one giving evidence to his intimate disciples. Another reason [he ate and drank was 

that] those who later on were to believe in the true nature of the body—that body that suffered 

voluntarily and arose in a divine way (totally driving away the idea of an accursed apparition and 

phantasm)—needed these actions. After the resurrection, he named food and drink for himself together 

with his disciples, not according to his previous practice but something new. CATENA ON THE ACTS OF 

THE APOSTLES 10.42.41 

 

 



10:43 All the Prophets Bear Witness 

THE PROPHETS BEAR WITNESS TO FORGIVENESS IN CHRIST. 

DIDYMUS THE BLIND: If one repents from the evil things he has done and believes in the name of the Lord, 

he receives absolution from the sins that he has sincerely recognized. All the prophets, whose teaching is 

brought to the people of the Jews, have spoken according to their trust and faith in their Father. Therefore 

it will be universally admitted that all the prophets testify that the absolution from sin is given to those 

who believe in the Lord. CATENA ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 10.43.42 

 

10:44 The Holy Spirit Descends on 

All PETER PRESENT TO BE TAUGHT. 

CHRYSOSTOM: Observe God’s providential management. He does not suffer the speech to be finished or 

the baptism to take place upon a command of Peter, but, when he has made it evident how admirable 

their state of mind is, and a beginning is made of the work of teaching and they have believed that 

assuredly baptism is the remission of sins, then the Spirit immediately comes upon them. Now this is done 

by God’s so disposing it as to provide for Peter a mighty ground of justification. And it is not simply that 

the Spirit came upon them, but “they spoke with tongues,” which was the thing that astonished those 

who had come together. They altogether disliked the matter, wherefore it is that the whole is of God; and 

as for Peter, it may almost be said, that he is present only to be taught (with them) the lesson, that they 

must take the Gentiles in hand and that they themselves are the persons by whom this must be done. 

HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 24.2 

THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

ORIGEN: Do you want to know that it is not just Jesus alone in his speaking who transmits the Holy Spirit 

to his hearers, but that everyone who speaks God’s word in his name actually hands on the Spirit of God 

to those who listen? See then, how in the Acts of the Apostles, when Peter is speaking to Cornelius, 

Cornelius himself and those with him were filled with the Holy Spirit. Hence, if you speak God’s word and 

do so faithfully with a pure conscience, it can come about that while you are speaking the fire of the Holy 

Spirit will inflame the hearts of your hearers and immediately make them warm and eager to carry out all 

you are teaching in order to implement what they have learned. COMMENTARY ON ROMANS 6.13.4 



10:45 Even on the Gentiles 

DESTROYING THE DIVIDING WALL. 

CHRYSOSTOM: Gentiles? What Gentiles now? They were no longer Gentiles, the Truth having come. It is 

nothing wonderful, he says, if before the act of baptism they received the Spirit: in our own case this same 

happened. Peter shows that not as the rest were they baptized, but in a much better way. This is the 

reason why the event takes place in this manner, that they [his opponents] may have nothing to say but 

even in this way may account them [the Gentiles] equal with themselves [the Jews]. HOMILIES ON THE 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 24.5 

 

10:46 Speaking in Tongues 

GOD SURPRISES US TO THE DEGREE NECESSARY. 

SEVERUS OF ANTIOCH: At the beginning of the preaching, when the apostles announced the gospel, those 

who received holy baptism both spoke with tongues and prophesied in order to prove that they had 

received the Holy Spirit. When unbelief was at its climax, then, as was necessary, the miracles flourished. 

Yet, with the faith spread far and wide, there is no need of signs, for what comes from God is not for show 

but for the salvation, healing and benefit of those who receive. CATENA ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

10.44.6 

 

10:47 Can Anyone Forbid Water? 

PETER SHOWS HIS HAND. 

CHRYSOSTOM: Peter seizes his advantage, and notice the argument he makes of it: “Can anyone forbid 

water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” Mark the conclusion 

to which he brings it; how he has been travailing to bring this forth. So entirely was he of this mind! “Can 

anyone,” he asks, “forbid water?” It is the language, we may almost say, of one triumphantly pressing his 

advantage against such as would forbid, such as should say that this ought not to be. The whole thing, he 

says, is complete, the most essential part of the business, the baptism with which we were baptized. “And 

he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” After he has cleared himself, then, and 



not before, he commands them to be baptized: teaching them by the facts themselves. HOMILIES ON THE 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 24.7 

PETER OBEDIENT TO THE SPIRIT. 

IRENAEUS: Through these words 8 he shows that he would have never gone to them if he had not been 

ordered to do so. Likewise, he would have never baptized them so unscrupulously if he had not heard 

them prophesy when the Holy Spirit rested on them. And that is why he said, “Can anyone forbid water 

that these, who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we, should not be baptized?” He wanted to show 

and teach those who were with him that if the Holy Spirit had not come to rest upon them, there would 

have been someone who would have kept them from baptism. CATENA ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

10.28.9 

THE NECESSITY OF WATER. 

CHRYSOSTOM: That the need of water is absolute and indispensable, you may learn in this way. On one 

occasion, when the Spirit had been poured out before the water was applied, the apostle did not stay at 

this point, but, as though the water were necessary and not superfluous, observe what he says: “Can 

anyone forbid water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

HOMILIES ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 25.2.10 

A TWOFOLD PURIFICATION. 

CYRIL OF JERUSALEM: For since a person is of twofold nature, soul and body, the purification also is 

twofold, the one incorporeal for the incorporeal part, and the other bodily for the body. The water 

cleanses the body, and the Spirit seals the soul, that we may draw near to God, “having our heart 

sprinkled” by the Spirit “and our body washed with pure water.” 11 . . . Neither does he who is baptized 

with water, but not found worthy of the Spirit, receive the grace in perfection; nor if a person is virtuous 

in his deeds, but receives not the seal by water, shall he enter into the kingdom of heaven. A bold saying, 

but not mine, for it is Jesus who has declared it, and here is the proof of the statement from Holy Scripture. 

Cornelius was a just man who was honored with a vision of angels and had set up his prayers and alms 

deeds as a good memorial before God in heaven. Peter came, and the Spirit was poured out on them that 

believed, and they spoke with other tongues and prophesied. And after the grace of the Spirit the 

Scripture says that Peter commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ; in order that, the 

soul having been born again by faith, the body also might by the water partake of the grace. CATECHETICAL 

LECTURE 3.4.12 



10:48 Peter Commanded Them to Be Baptized 


