
Katamares: Acts: 5:19-23. 

5:19 An Angel of the Lord 

For Encouragement and Instruction. 

Chrysostom: “But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, 

‘Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.’ And when they heard this, 

they entered the temple at daybreak and taught.” This was done for the encouragement of the disciples 

and for the benefit and instruction of the others. For notice how what Christ once did happened again 

here: he does not allow them to witness the miracle in action but provides that from which they may learn 

of it. This is what happened on the occasion of his resurrection: he did not let them see how he rose again. 

When wine is made from water, the guests do not see it (for they were drunk); the judgment he entrusts 

to others. Likewise in the present case, they do not see them being led out, but the evidence, from which 

they might understand what happened, they saw. And it was by night that the angel put them outside. 

Why? Because in this way they were more believed than they would have been otherwise. They would 

not have come to ask questions. They would not have believed otherwise. Homilies on the Acts of the 

Apostles 13.4 

 

5:21 The Apostles Taught in the Temple 


