
5:19 An Angel of the Lord 

FOR ENCOURAGEMENT AND INSTRUCTION. 

CHRYSOSTOM: “But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, 

‘Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.’ And when they heard this, 

they entered the temple at daybreak and taught.” This was done for the encouragement of the disciples 

and for the benefit and instruction of the others. For notice how what Christ once did happened again 

here: he does not allow them to witness the miracle in action but provides that from which they may learn 

of it. This is what happened on the occasion of his resurrection: he did not let them see how he rose again. 

When wine is made from water, the guests do not see it (for they were drunk); the judgment he entrusts 

to others. Likewise in the present case, they do not see them being led out, but the evidence, from which 

they might understand what happened, they saw. And it was by night that the angel put them outside. 

Why? Because in this way they were more believed than they would have been otherwise. They would 

not have come to ask questions. They would not have believed otherwise. HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 13.4 

 

5:21 The Apostles Taught in the Temple 

5:24 The Leaders Perplexed 

BLIND TO THE WORK OF GOD. 

CHRYSOSTOM: And observe, by report of others they are apprised of all the circumstances: they see the 

prison remaining closed with safety, and the guards standing before the doors. A twofold security is here, 

as was the case at the sepulcher, having both the seal and the men to watch. See how they fought against 

God! Say, was this, that befell them, of human doing? Who led them forth when the doors were shut? 

How did they come out with guards standing before the door? In truth, they must be mad or drunken to 

talk so. Here are men whom neither prison nor bonds nor closed doors had been able to keep in; and yet 

they expect to overpower them. Such is their childish folly! Their officers come and confess what has taken 

place, as if on purpose to debar them from all show of reason. Do you mark how there is miracle upon 

miracle, differing in kind, some wrought by them, others on them, and these more illustrious than the 

others? HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 13.11 



5:28 Jerusalem Filled with the Apostles’ Teaching 


